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1. Students with CP have many challenges in school. What are the three biggest challenges you believe they encounter and why? (CO3,CO4,CO5,CO6)
The three biggest challenges I believe children with cleft palate may struggle with are language issues due to the difficulty in phoneme production, appearance concerns, and may have recurring hearing issues from birth. Children have difficulty sounding out words because of the damage to the palete, “They produce fewer oral sounds in general and fewer plosives in particular and more nasal and glottal sounds” (Reed, 2018, p. 375)   According to the Cleft Lip & Palate Association, children with this problem tend to have appearance concerns, “This can have a negative impact on their general confidence levels, class participation and sensitivity to comments from other children” (CLAPA , 2020, p. para.20).The third is the fact that the “Risk of developing middle-ear disease is likely to lead to fluctuating conductive hearing loss” (Reed, 2018, p. 375).
 
2. What is the difference between Gifted and Gifted with a Learning Disability?(CO3,CO4,CO5,CO6)
A gifted student will meet the typical criteria used to determine the advanced abilities attributed to the term gifted. For example, their scores on norm-referenced tests, vocabulary use and acquisition, and sense of humor. Where a child with a LD that is considered gifted may not perform the same on the standard tests but have an accelerated vocabulary (Reed, 2018).
 
3. What are the differences between an AAC system and an AAC device? (CO3,CO4,CO5,CO6)
An AAC system is normally categorized as Hi or low technology because it can use simplistic interventions like aided where it has microcomputers and specialized software, or unaided like American sign language which is considered low tech. An AAC device is a machine or program made to help the person with the disability like the one that Stephen Hawking used to speak (Reed, 2018).
4. What are the factors that put AAC users at risk for abuse? (CO3,CO4,CO5,CO6)
The factors that put AAC users at risk for abuse are that the AAC user cannot communicate effectively without the AAC. This can cause others to manipulate what the AAC users are trying to say. Physical and mental abuse could be hidden due to the communication problems and without careful observations from others the abuse might never be found out.
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Discussion: Special populations and Augmentative/alternative communication
1. Students with CP have many challenges in school. What are the three biggest challenges you believe they encounter and why?
Cerebral Palsy (CP) can affect a person’s posture, balance and ability to move, communicate, eat, sleep and learn. It is usually caused by brain damage that happens before or during a child's birth, or during the first few years of life. CP is one of the most common congenital childhood disorders. How CP affects each person depends on which part or parts of the brain are involved.  The challenges they can encounter could be:
· Pain is often a result of the impairments that are associated with CP (e.g. contractures,  skin breakdown and scoliosis). This pain can affect a child’s behavior, their ability to do things for themselves and their social relationships. Children might avoid day-to-day tasks that are important for independence, such as attending school and social events.
· Children with CP may experience specific learning difficulties. These may include a short attention span, motor planning difficulties (organization and sequencing), perceptual difficulties and language difficulties. These can impact on literacy, numeracy and other skills. 
· Children with CP may also have emotional problems such as difficulties with their peer group and strong emotional responses to new challenges. Teenagers and adults with cerebral palsy may be more prone to depression and anxiety disorders.
2. What is the difference between Gifted and Gifted with a Learning Disability?
· Students who are gifted and also have learning disabilities are those who possess an outstanding gift or talent and are capable of high performance, but who also have a learning disability that makes some aspect of academic achievement difficult. Generally referred to as gifted with a learning disability (GLD), these children are also referred to as “twice exceptional”, and “double labelled”. Their disabilities can include ADD/ADHD, dyslexia, processing disorders, Aspergers’ and physical and emotional disorders. 
· Gifted and talented students as those who performed at a high level in areas like mathematics, writing, leadership, or other creative areas. Gifted students learn new material much faster than their peers, have an ability to think abstractly and to grasp concepts much better.  They can focus intensely on subjects and become highly motivated to learn more about them while excluding other subjects completely. They are very aware of their surroundings and can absorb many stimuli while focusing on a given task. However, their cognitive development proceeds faster than their chronological, social, moral and emotional development. This presents unique challenges for teachers, parents, and school counselors.
3. What are the differences between an AAC system and an AAC device?
An AAC system is an integrated group of components used to enhance communication. These components include forms of AAC (aided or unaided), symbols, selection techniques, and strategies.
Aided forms of AAC require some form of external support—either electronic or nonelectronic. Nonelectronic aided forms are often referred to as "light-tech" or "low-tech." Electronic forms are referred to as "high-tech." Examples or ACC Devices are:
· Speech generating devices (SGD)
· Single-message devices and recordable/digitized devices 
· AAC software that enables dynamic symbol/language representation and that is used with some form of technology hardware (e.g., computer, tablet, smartphone)
4. What are the factors that put AAC users at risk for abuse?
A suitable AAC system should be introduced as soon as it is probable that speech is not a functional communication mode for the child. This includes children who are at risk for delayed language development (e.g., children with Down syndrome) and children who are at risk for problems with speech production (e.g., children with cerebral palsy). People with any form of disability are vulnerable to a range of abuses but those who can’t rely on speech are more vulnerable because of:
· Physical Isolations: formal, paid disability support services have been identified in multiple studies and criminal justice statistics, as “a place of risk.”
· Smaller social network: many people with disabilities have a small network of friends and family. Most of their interactions may be with support staff. AAC can strengthen and broaden a person’s social networks, reducing their vulnerability.
· Reduced ability to report: many AAC users only have access to the words and messages that others have provided and taught them to access. This can make it difficult for them to report abuse.
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